Alabama:
TITLE 26. INFANTSAND INCOMPETENTS
CHAPTER 19. BUREAU FOR INFORMATION ON MISSING PERSONS
Code of Ala. § 26-19-1 (2004)
§ 26-19-1. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) ACMEC. The Alabama Center for Missing and Exploited Children created by this chapter
within the department.

(2) CJIC. The Criminal Justice Information Center of the state.
(3) Department. The Alabama Department of Public Safety.
(4) Director. The Director of the Department of Public Safety.

(5) Law enforcement agencies. Federal, state and local law enforcement agencies of this state
primarily, and of other states generally.

(6) Missing child. A child whose whereabouts are unknown to the child's legal custodian, the
circumstances of whose absence indicate that:

a. The child did not voluntarily leave the care and control of the custodian, and the taking of
the child was not authorized by law; or

b. The child voluntarily |eft the care and control of the child's legal custodian without the
custodian's consent and without intent to return.

(7) Missing person. A person 18 years old or older whose disappearance is possibly not
voluntary.

(8) NCIC. The National Crime Information Center and its computer system of reported missing
persons and unidentified deceased persons maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
§ 26-19-2. Alabama Center for Missing and Exploited Children; creation

Thereis created within the Department of Public Safety a statewide information and

investigation center for the reporting by law enforcement agencies and other agencies and
persons of missing persons, exploited children, and unidentified deceased persons. The center



shall be known as the Alabama Center for Missing and Exploited Children, which may be
referred to simply as"ACMEC."

§ 26-19-3. Alabama Center for Missing and Exploited Children; establishment

The Director of the Department of Public Safety is required to establish the Alabama Center
for Missing and Exploited Children within the department, and for any purposes, may transfer or
assign existing personnel within the department and may hire additional technical, legal, clerical,
investigative, and other persons necessary to implement this chapter.

8 26-19-4. Alabama Center for Missing and Exploited Children; functions
ACMEC shall be responsible for the following specific functions:

(1) To receive and promptly enter into the Department of Public Safety’'s computer system all
reports of law enforcement agencies, and other persons and agencies, of missing children and
adults, exploited children, and of unidentified deceased persons, and all pertinent information
submitted by the person or agency reporting which is contained in any investigation or
investigations conducted pursuant to the report. ACMEC shall promptly enter the information in
the NCIC computer network. If amissing person is subsequently found or if an unidentified
deceased person is subsequently identified, and the information is reported to the ACMEC,
ACMEC shall maintain, as necessary, the data for law enforcement purposes only.

(2) To coordinate with and provide assistance to state and local public and private nonprofit
agencies, including those of other states and the federal government, in investigating cases of
missing persons, exploited children, and unidentified bodies and to conduct appropriate
investigations.

(3) To provide training to law enforcement officers, other professionals, and medical
examiners, when available, on issues relating to missing persons, exploited children, and
unidentified bodies.

(4) To compile annual statistics on the number of missing persons, exploited children, and
unidentified deceased personsin this state.

(5) To develop recommendations for uniform reporting and investigation protocol for law
enforcement agencies within this state and the use of computer systems.

(6) To establish and operate atoll free telephone number to assist agencies and individualsin
the reporting of missing persons, exploited children, and unidentified deceased persons.

(7) To provide periodic lists, including photographs if available, to the State Board of
Education, of all missing school children in this state, grades K-12.

(8) To assist local law enforcement agencies and other agencies to set up direct computer
access to the state computer system.



(9) To solicit and collect from the state and local public and private nonprofit agenciesin other
states and of the national government dealing with missing persons all available lists of missing
children grades K-12 for dissemination to the State Board of Education.

(10) To provide al state and local public and private nonprofit agencies in other states or of the
national government dealing with missing persons alist of al missing Alabama children, with
photographs, if available, for dissemination to the school systems of other states to locate the
children.

(11) To act as liaison between private citizens and law enforcement agencies regarding the
appropriate procedures for handling and responding to missing person cases and cases involving
exploited children.

(12) To assist local law enforcement agencies and community organizations who sponsor
programs to fingerprint children by enabling parents to retain a permanent fingerprint record of
their children for identification purposes.

(13) To assist in the preparation and dissemination of fliers of missing persons, exploited
children, and their abductors.

(14) To operate aresource center of information regarding prevention of abduction and sexual
exploitation of children.
§ 26-19-5. Missing person reports

Any law enforcement agency in this state in which a complaint of a missing person has been
filed shall prepare and send areport to ACMEC immediately on any missing person or
unidentified deceased person. That report shall include, but isnot limited to, the following:

(1) All information contained in the complaint on a missing person.

(2) All information or evidence gathered by a preliminary investigation, if one was made.

(3) A statement, by the law enforcement officer in charge, setting forth that officer's
assessment of the case based upon all evidence and information received.

(4) An explanation of the next stepsto be taken by the law enforcement agency filing the
report.

§ 26-19-6. Missing person reports; dissemination

Upon completion of the report, a copy of the teletype message with pertinent information shall
be forwarded to:

(1) All law enforcement agencies having jurisdiction of the location in which the missing
person lives or was last seen.



(2) All law enforcement agencies considered to be potentially involved by the law enforcement
agency filing the report.

(3) All law enforcement agencies which the complainant requests the report to be sent to, if the
request is reasonable in light of the information contained in the report.

(4) Any law enforcement agency requesting a copy of the missing person report.

§ 26-19-7. Preliminary investigations

Upon receiving areport of a person believed to be missing, the law enforcement agency shall
conduct a preliminary investigation to determine whether the person ismissing. If the person is
determined to be missing, the agency shall immediately enter identifying and descriptive
information about the person to the Alabama Center for Missing and Exploited Children
(ACMEC) and to the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) through the Criminal Justice
Information Center (CJIC). Law enforcement agencies having direct access to the CJIC and the
NCIC computer shall enter and retrieve the data directly and shall cooperate in the entry and
retrieval of data on behalf of law enforcement agencies which do not have direct access to the
systems. Law enforcement agencies shall likewise report or enter datato ACMEC relating to
unidentified deceased persons.

§ 26-19-9. State Board of Education; duties
The State Board of Education shall perform the following functions:

(1) Collect each month alist of missing Alabama school children, with a photograph, if
available, as provided by ACMEC. A missing Alabama school child shall be defined for the
purposes of this section as a child under 18 years whose whereabouts are unknown and who may
reasonably be expected to be attending an Alabama school. The list shall be designed to include
such information as the board deems necessary for the identification of the missing school child.

(2) Compile from the information collected pursuant to subdivision (1) alist of missing school
children, to be distributed monthly to all public school systems admitting children to
kindergarten through grade 12. The list shall include the names of all such missing children,
together with such other information, with photographs, when available. The school systems
shall distribute this information to the public schoolsin the system by whatever manner each
system deems appropriate.

(3) Obtain from principals of public, private, and parochial schoolsin Alabamathe name, birth
date, and social security number of each pupil who enrollsin the school for the first time and
submit the information to ACMEC within thirty (30) days of the pupil's enrollment.

§ 26-19-10. Public school systems; location of missing school children
Every public school system in this state shall notify the Department of Education and ACMEC

immediately with respect to any child whose name appears on the department's list of missing
school children who is subsequently found.



Rule 19. Confidentiality of law enforcement records.

(A) Thejuvenile court may adopt local rulesto enforce confidentiality of law enforcement
records. All local rules must be approved by the supreme court. The juvenile judge, or where
there is more than one, the presiding juvenile judge shall submit in writing all proposed local
rules to the administrative director of courts who shall forward them to the supreme court for
approval.

(B) A law enforcement agency may enter identifying information from its records concerning a
person who is under 18 years of age or otherwise a"child,” into local, state and national criminal
justice information systems for the purpose of assisting in the location and/or apprehension of a
child who is being sought for any reason. Information so entered into a criminal justice
information system shall be limited to physical and identifying information, the reason the child
is being sought and other information deemed necessary by the entering agency to protect the
well being of the child.

TITLE 26. INFANTSAND INCOMPETENTS
CHAPTER 15. CHILD ABUSE GENERALLY

Code of Ala. § 26-15-3 (2004)
§ 26-15-3. Pendlties

A responsible person, as defined in Section 26-15-2, who shall torture, willfully abuse, cruelly
beat or otherwise willfully maltreat any child under the age of 18 years shall, on conviction, be
punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for not less than one year nor more than 10 years.

TITLE 26. INFANTSAND INCOMPETENTS
CHAPTER 14. REPORTING OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT

Code of Ala. § 26-14-3 (2004)
§ 26-14-3. Mandatory reporting

(@) All hospitals, clinics, sanitariums, doctors, physicians, surgeons, medical examiners,
coroners, dentists, osteopaths, optometrists, chiropractors, podiatrists, nurses, school teachers and
officias, peace officers, law enforcement officials, pharmacists, social workers, day care workers
or employees, mental health professionals, members of the clergy as defined in Rule 505 of the
Alabama Rules of Evidence, or any other person called upon to render aid or medical assistance
to any child, when the child is known or suspected to be avictim of child abuse or neglect, shall
be required to report, or cause a report to be made of the same, orally, either by telephone or
direct communication immediately, followed by awritten report, to aduly constituted authority.



(b) When an initial report is made to alaw enforcement official, the official subsequently shall
inform the Department of Human Resources of the report so that the department can carry out its
responsibility to provide protective services when deemed appropriate to the respective child or
children.

(c) When the Department of Human Resources receives initial reports of suspected abuse or
neglect involving discipline or corporal punishment committed in a public or private school or
suspected abuse or neglect in a state-operated child residentia facility, the Department of Human
Resources shall transmit a copy of school reports to the law enforcement agency and residential
facility reportsto the law enforcement agency and the operating state agency which shall conduct
the investigation. When the investigation is completed, a written report of the completed
investigation shall contain the information required by the state Department of Human Resources
which shall be submitted by the law enforcement agency or the state agency to the county
department of human resources for entry into the state's central registry.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall preclude interagency agreements between departments of human
resources, law enforcement, and other state agencies on procedures for investigating reports of
suspected child abuse and neglect to provide for departments of human resourcesto assist law
enforcement and other state agencies in these investigations.

(e) Any provision of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, if any agency or authority
investigates any report pursuant to this section and the report does not result in a conviction, the
agency or authority shall expunge any record of the information or report and any data devel oped
from the record.

(f) Subsection (@) to the contrary notwithstanding, a member of the clergy shall not be required

to report information gained solely in a confidential communication privileged pursuant to Rule
505 of the Alabama Rules of Evidence which communication shall continue to be privileged as
provided by law.
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