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CHAPTER 20.  EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE 

CIVIL ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF ILLINOIS 
ARTICLE 2605.  DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE 

 
§ 20 ILCS 2605/2605-480.  Statewide kidnapping alert and prevention program; Child Safety 
Coordinator 
 
   Sec. 2605-480. Statewide kidnapping alert and prevention program; Child Safety Coordinator. 
(a) The Department of State Police shall develop a coordinated program for a statewide 
emergency alert system when a child is missing or kidnapped. The system shall include, but is 
not limited to, the use in coordination with the Illinois Department of Transportation, of 
electronic message signs on roads and highways in the vicinity of a child abduction to 
immediately provide critical information to the public. 
 
(b) The Department of State Police shall establish an AMBER Plan Task Force to monitor and 
review the implementation and operation of the system developed under subsection (a), 
including procedures, budgetary requirements, and response protocols. The Task Force shall also 
develop additional network resources for use in the system. 
 
(c) The Department of State Police, in coordination with the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency, shall develop and implement a community outreach program to promote awareness 
among the State's parents and children of child abduction prevention and response. 
 
(d) The Department of State Police, in coordination with the State Board of Education, shall 
develop child abduction prevention instruction for inclusion in elementary and secondary school 
curricula throughout the State. The Department and State Board of Education shall encourage the 
inclusion of the child abduction prevention instruction in private elementary and secondary 
school curricula throughout the State. 
 
(e) The Department shall appoint a Child Safety Coordinator to assist in the establishment of 
State standards for child safety from kidnap and abduction and to advocate for the achievement 
of those standards. The Child Safety Coordinator shall have the qualifications and experience 
that the Department shall require by rule. The Child Safety Coordinator shall receive no 
compensation but shall be reimbursed for his or her expenses from the Department's operations 
budget. No funds shall be appropriated solely for the expenses of the Child Safety Coordinator. 
The Department shall provide technical assistance for the Child Safety Coordinator from its 
existing resources. 
 
 
§ 20 ILCS 2705/2705-505.5.  Child abduction message signs 
 
   Sec. 2705-505.5. Child abduction message signs. The Department of Transportation shall 
coordinate with the Department of State Police in the use of electronic message signs on roads 
and highways in the vicinity of a child abduction to immediately provide critical information to 
the public. 



 
 

CHAPTER 105.  SCHOOLS 
COMMON SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL CODE 
ARTICLE 2.  STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION -- POWERS AND DUTIES 

 
§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.73.  Missing child program 
 
   Sec. 2-3.73. Missing child program. The State Board of Education shall administer and 
implement a missing child program in accordance with the provisions of this Section. Upon 
receipt of each periodic information bulletin from the Department of State Police pursuant to 
Section 6 of the Intergovernmental Missing Child Recovery Act of 1984 [35 ILCS 40/6], the 
State Board of Education shall promptly make copies of the same and mail one copy to the 
school board of each school district in this State and to the principal or chief administrative 
officer of each nonpublic elementary and secondary school in this State. Upon receipt each 
school board shall compare the names on the bulletin to the names of all students presently 
enrolled in the schools of the district. If a school board or its designee determines that a missing 
child is attending one of the schools within the school district, or if the principal or chief 
administrative officer of a nonpublic school is notified by school personnel that a missing child 
is attending that school, the school board or the principal or chief administrative officer of the 
nonpublic school shall immediately give notice of this fact to the State Board of Education, the 
Department of State Police, and the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction in the area 
where the missing child resides or attends school. 
 
 
§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.140.  Child abduction prevention instruction 
 
   Sec. 2-3.140. Child abduction prevention instruction. The State Board of Education, in 
coordination with the Department of State Police, shall develop child abduction prevention 
instruction for inclusion in elementary and secondary school curricula throughout the State. The 
State Board of Education and the Department of State Police shall encourage the inclusion of the 
child abduction prevention instruction in private elementary and secondary school curricula 
throughout the State. 
 
 

ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILD REPORTING ACT 
 
§ 325 ILCS 5/11.1.  Access to records 
 
   Sec. 11.1. Access to records. (a) A person shall have access to the records described in Section 
11 [325 ILCS 5/11] only in furtherance of purposes directly connected with the administration of 
this Act or the Intergovernmental Missing Child Recovery Act of 1984 [325 ILCS 40/1 et seq.]. 
Those persons and purposes for access include: 
 
(1) Department staff in the furtherance of their responsibilities under this Act, or for the purpose 
of completing background investigations on persons or agencies licensed by the Department or 
with whom the Department contracts for the provision of child welfare services. 



 
(2) A law enforcement agency investigating known or suspected child abuse or neglect, known 
or suspected involvement with child pornography, known or suspected criminal sexual assault, 
known or suspected criminal sexual abuse, or any other sexual offense when a child is alleged to 
be involved. 
 
(3) The Department of State Police when administering the provisions of the Intergovernmental 
Missing Child Recovery Act of 1984 [325 ILCS 40/1 et seq.]. 
 
(4) A physician who has before him a child whom he reasonably suspects may be abused or 
neglected. 
 
(5) A person authorized under Section 5 of this Act [325 ILCS 5/5] to place a child in temporary 
protective custody when such person requires the information in the report or record to determine 
whether to place the child in temporary protective custody. 
 
(6) A person having the legal responsibility or authorization to care for, treat, or supervise a child 
or a parent, guardian, or other person responsible for the child's welfare who is the subject of a 
report. 
 
(7) Except in regard to harmful or detrimental information as provided in Section 7.19 [325 ILCS 
5/7.19], any subject of the report, and if the subject of the report is a minor, his guardian or 
guardian ad litem. 
 
(8) A court, upon its finding that access to such records may be necessary for the determination 
of an issue before such court; however, such access shall be limited to in camera inspection, 
unless the court determines that public disclosure of the information contained therein is 
necessary for the resolution of an issue then pending before it. 
 
(8.1) A probation officer or other authorized representative of a probation or court services 
department conducting an investigation ordered by a court under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 
[705 ILCS 405/1-1 et seq.]. 
 
(9) A grand jury, upon its determination that access to such records is necessary in the conduct of 
its official business. 
 
(10) Any person authorized by the Director, in writing, for audit or bona fide research purposes. 
 
(11) Law enforcement agencies, coroners or medical examiners, physicians, courts, school 
superintendents and child welfare agencies in other states who are responsible for child abuse or 
neglect investigations or background investigations. 
 
(12) The Department of Professional Regulation, the State Board of Education and school 
superintendents in Illinois, who may use or disclose information from the records as they deem 
necessary to conduct investigations or take disciplinary action, as provided by law. 
 
(13) A coroner or medical examiner who has reason to believe that a child has died as the result 
of abuse or neglect. 



 
(14) The Director of a State-operated facility when an employee of that facility is the perpetrator 
in an indicated report. 
 
(15) The operator of a licensed child care facility or a facility licensed by the Department of 
Human Services (as successor to the Department of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse) in which 
children reside when a current or prospective employee of that facility is the perpetrator in an 
indicated child abuse or neglect report, pursuant to Section 4.3 of the Child Care Act of 1969 
[225 ILCS 10/4.3]. 
 
(16) Members of a multidisciplinary team in the furtherance of its responsibilities under 
subsection (b) of Section 7.1 [325 ILCS 5/7.1]. All reports concerning child abuse and neglect 
made available to members of such multidisciplinary teams and all records generated as a result 
of such reports shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed, except as specifically authorized 
by this Act or other applicable law. It is a Class A misdemeanor to permit, assist or encourage 
the unauthorized release of any information contained in such reports or records. Nothing 
contained in this Section prevents the sharing of reports or records relating or pertaining to the 
death of a minor under the care of or receiving services from the Department of Children and 
Family Services and under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court with the juvenile court, the 
State's Attorney, and the minor's attorney. 
 
(17) The Department of Human Services, as provided in Section 17 of the Disabled Persons 
Rehabilitation Act [20 ILCS 2405/17]. 
 
(18) Any other agency or investigative body, including the Department of Public Health and a 
local board of health, authorized by State law to conduct an investigation into the quality of care 
provided to children in hospitals and other State regulated care facilities. The access to and 
release of information from such records shall be subject to the approval of the Director of the 
Department or his designee. 
 
(19) The person appointed, under Section 2-17 of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 [705 ILCS 
405/2-17], as the guardian ad litem of a minor who is the subject of a report or records under this 
Act. 
 
(20) The Department of Human Services, as provided in Section 10 of the Early Intervention 
Services System Act [325 ILCS 20/10], and the operator of a facility providing early intervention 
services pursuant to that Act, for the purpose of determining whether a current or prospective 
employee who provides or may provide direct services under that Act is the perpetrator in an 
indicated report of child abuse or neglect filed under this Act. (b) Nothing contained in this Act 
prevents the sharing or disclosure of information or records relating or pertaining to juveniles 
subject to the provisions of the Serious Habitual Offender Comprehensive Action Program when 
that information is used to assist in the early identification and treatment of habitual juvenile 
offenders. 
 
(b) Nothing contained in this Act prevents the sharing or disclosure of information or records 
relating or pertaining to juveniles subject to the provisions of the Serious Habitual Offender 
Comprehensive Action Program when that information is used to assist in the early identification 
and treatment of habitual juvenile offenders. 



 
(c) To the extent that persons or agencies are given access to information pursuant to this 
Section, those persons or agencies may give this information to and receive this information 
from each other in order to facilitate an investigation conducted by those persons or agencies. 
 
 

CHAPTER 325.  CHILDREN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL MISSING CHILD RECOVERY ACT OF 1984 

 
§ 325 ILCS 40/3.  [I SEARCH unit; powers] 
 
   Sec. 3. Each I SEARCH unit shall be established to promote an immediate and effective 
community response to missing children and may engage in, but shall not be limited to, the 
following activities: 
 
(a) To establish and conduct programs to educate parents, children and communities in ways to 
prevent the abduction of children. 
 
(b) To conduct training programs and distribute materials providing guidelines for children when 
dealing with strangers, casual acquaintances, or non-custodial parents, in order to avoid 
abduction or kidnapping situations. 
 
(c) To compile, maintain and make available data upon the request of law enforcement agencies 
and other entities deemed appropriate by the Department to assist enforcement agencies in 
recovering missing children, including but not limited to data regarding the places of shelter 
commonly used by runaway children in the geographical area encompassed by the I SEARCH 
Unit. 
 
(d) To draft and implement plans for the most efficient use of available resources to publicize 
and conduct searches for missing children. 
 
(e) To establish and maintain contacts with other I SEARCH Units, law enforcement agencies, 
and the Department in order to increase the probability of locating and returning missing 
children, and to otherwise assist in the recovery and tracking of missing children. 
 
(f) To coordinate the tracking and recovery of children under the custody or guardianship of the 
Department of Children and Family Services whose disappearance has been reported and to 
produce an annual report indicating the number of children under the custody or guardianship of 
that Department who have been reported missing and the number who have been recovered. 
 
(g) To conduct other activities as may be necessary to achieve the goals established by this Act. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 40/3.5.  Contact with Department of Children and Family Services 
 
   Sec. 3.5. Contact with Department of Children and Family Services. For each child reported 
missing and entered into the LEADS network as part of the I SEARCH program, the Department 
shall, in the form and manner it determines, contact the Department of Children and Family 



Services to provide it with the name, age, and sex of the child, and the geographic area from 
which the child was reported missing so that the Department of Children and Family Services 
can determine if that child had been abandoned within the previous 2 months. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 40/4.  [Funding criteria] 
 
   Sec. 4. To help defray the costs of operation, an I SEARCH program is eligible to receive State 
grants if the program meets the following minimum criteria: 
 
(a) be established and operating pursuant to intergovernmental contracts between 2 or more units 
of local government written and executed in conformity with the Intergovernmental Cooperation 
Act [5 ILCS 220/1 et seq.]. 
 
(b) designate a primary contact agency. 
 
(c) establish an I SEARCH policy board composed of the chief elected official or his designee 
from each participating unit of local government, the chief law enforcement officer or his 
designee from each participating police agency and a representative from each additional 
participating agency or organization as deemed appropriate by the primary contact agency to 
oversee the operation of the I SEARCH program and make such reports to the Department as the 
Department may require. At its discretion, the I SEARCH policy board may appoint public 
members to serve on the board. 
 
(d) designate a single appropriate elected official or appointed local government finance officer 
of a participating unit of local government or his designee to act as the financial officer of the I 
SEARCH Unit for all participating units of local government and to receive funds for the 
operation of the I SEARCH program. 
 
(e) limit its operations to locating missing children, preventing the running away, abduction and 
exploitation of children and diminishing the missing children problem. 
 
(f) cooperate with the Department, in order to assure compliance with this Act and to enable the 
Department to fulfill its duties under this Act, and supply the Department with all information 
the Department deems necessary. 
 
(g) receive funding of at least 50% of the total operating budget of the I SEARCH Unit from the 
participating units of local government. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 40/5.  [State grants] 
 
   Sec. 5. (a) The Department shall monitor the operations of all I SEARCH Units and determine 
the programs' eligibility to receive State grants under this Act. From the monies appropriated 
annually by the General Assembly for this purpose, the Director shall determine and certify to 
the Comptroller the amount of the grant to be made to each designated I SEARCH Unit. The 
amount of the State grant which an I SEARCH program may receive hereunder may not exceed 
50% of the total operating budget of that I SEARCH Unit. 



 
(b) The Department shall deposit any unexpended State grant funds remaining at the end of each 
fiscal year, which were originally disseminated to I-SEARCH Units but not expended by those 
units, into the Missing and Exploited Children Trust Fund. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 40/6.  [Department; powers and duties] 
 
   Sec. 6. The Department shall: 
 
(a) Establish and maintain a statewide Law Enforcement Agencies Data System (LEADS) for the 
purpose of effecting an immediate law enforcement response to reports of missing children. The 
Department shall implement an automated data exchange system to compile, to maintain and to 
make available for dissemination to Illinois and out-of-State law enforcement agencies, data 
which can assist appropriate agencies in recovering missing children. 
 
(b) Establish contacts and exchange information regarding lost, missing or runaway children 
with nationally recognized "missing person and runaway" service organizations and monitor 
national research and publicize important developments. 
 
(c) Provide a uniform reporting format for the entry of pertinent information regarding reports of 
missing children into LEADS. 
 
(d) Develop and implement a policy whereby a statewide or regional alert would be used in 
situations relating to the disappearances of children, based on criteria and in a format established 
by the Department. Such a format shall include, but not be limited to, the age and physical 
description of the missing child and the suspected circumstances of the disappearance. 
 
(e) Notify all law enforcement agencies that reports of missing persons shall be entered as soon 
as the minimum level of data specified by the Department is available to the reporting agency 
and that no waiting period for entry of such data exists. 
 
(f) Provide a procedure for prompt confirmation of the receipt and entry of the missing child 
report into LEADS to the parent or guardian of the missing child. 
 
(g) Compile and retain information regarding missing children in a separate data file, in a manner 
that allows such information to be used by law enforcement and other agencies deemed 
appropriate by the Director, for investigative purposes. Such files shall be updated to reflect and 
include information relating to the disposition of the case. 
 
(h) Compile and maintain an historic data repository relating to missing children in order (1) to 
develop and improve techniques utilized by law enforcement agencies when responding to 
reports of missing children and (2) to provide a factual and statistical base for research that 
would address the problem of missing children. 
 
(i) Create a quality control program to monitor timeliness of entries of missing children reports 
into LEADS and conduct performance audits of all entering agencies. 
 



(j) Prepare a periodic information bulletin concerning missing children who it determines may be 
present in this State, compiling such bulletin from information contained in both the National 
Crime Information Center computer and from reports, alerts and other information entered into 
LEADS or otherwise compiled and retained by the Department pursuant to this Act. The bulletin 
shall indicate the name, age, physical description, suspected circumstances of disappearance if 
that information is available, a photograph if one is available, the name of the law enforcement 
agency investigating the case, and such other information as the Director considers appropriate 
concerning each missing child who the Department determines may be present in this State. The 
Department shall send a copy of each periodic information bulletin to the State Board of 
Education for its use in accordance with Section 2-3.48 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/2-3.48]. 
The Department shall provide a copy of the bulletin, upon request, to law enforcement agencies 
of this or any other state or of the federal government, and may provide a copy of the bulletin, 
upon request, to other persons or entities, if deemed appropriate by the Director, and may 
establish limitations on its use and a reasonable fee for so providing the same, except that no fee 
shall be charged for providing the periodic information bulletin to the State Board of Education, 
appropriate units of local government, State agencies, or law enforcement agencies of this or any 
other state or of the federal government. 
 
(k) Provide for the entry into LEADS of the names and addresses of sex offenders as defined in 
the Sex Offender Registration Act [730 ILCS 150/1 et seq.] who are required to register under 
that Act. The information shall be immediately accessible to law enforcement agencies and peace 
officers of this State or any other state or of the federal government. Similar information may be 
requested from any other state or of the federal government for purposes of this Act. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 40/7.  [Law enforcement agencies; duties] 
 
   Sec. 7. (a) All law enforcement agencies and policing bodies of this State shall, upon receipt of 
a report of a missing person, enter that report into LEADS as soon as the minimum level of data 
specified pursuant to subsection (e) of Section 6 [325 ILCS 40/6] is available and shall furnish 
the Department, in the form and detail the Department requires, (1) reports of cases of lost, 
missing or runaway children as they arise and the disposition of such cases, (2) information 
relating to sex crimes which occurred in their respective jurisdictions and which they 
investigated, and (3) the names and addresses of sex offenders required to register in their 
respective jurisdictions under the Sex Offender Registration Act [730 ILCS 150/1 et seq.]. Such 
information shall be submitted on a regular basis, as deemed necessary by the Department, and 
shall be kept in a central automated data repository for the purpose of establishing profiles of sex 
offenders and victims and to assist all law enforcement agencies in the identification and 
apprehension of sex offenders. 
 
(b) In addition to entering the report of a missing child into LEADS as prescribed by subsection 
(a), all law enforcement agencies shall, upon receipt of a report of a missing child: 
 
(1) Immediately make a radio dispatch to officers on duty at the time of receipt of the report. The 
dispatch shall contain the name and approximate age of the missing child and any other pertinent 
information available at that time. In the event that the law enforcement agency receiving the 
report of the missing child does not operate a radio dispatch system, a geographically appropriate 
radio dispatch system shall be used, such as the Illinois State Police Emergency Radio Network 



or a similar multi-agency law enforcement radio communication system serving the area of the 
reporting agency. 
 
In addition, in the event that a missing child is not recovered during the work shift in which the 
radio dispatch was made, the law enforcement agency receiving the report of the missing child 
shall disseminate the information relating to the missing child to all sworn personnel employed 
by the agency who work or are assigned to other shifts or time periods. 
 
(2) Immediately contact I-SEARCH program personnel designated by the Department, by a 
means and in a manner and form prescribed by the Department, informing the personnel of the 
report of the missing child. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 40/7.1.  [Custody judgments] 
 
   Sec. 7.1. In addition to any requirement of Section 601 or 611 of the Illinois Marriage and 
Dissolution of Marriage Act [75 ILCS 5/601 or 75 ILCS 5/611] or applicable provisions of the 
Uniform Child-Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act [750 ILCS 36/101 et seq.] regarding a 
custody proceeding of an out-of-state party, every court in this State, prior to granting or 
modifying a custody judgment, shall inquire with LEADS and the National Crime Information 
Center to ascertain whether the child or children in question have been reported missing or have 
been involved in or are the victims of a parental or noncustodial abduction. Such inquiry may be 
conducted with any law enforcement agency in this State that maintains a LEADS terminal or 
has immediate access to one on a 24-hour-per-day, 7-day-per-week basis through a written 
agreement with another law enforcement agency. 
 
 

CHAPTER 325.  CHILDREN 
MISSING CHILDREN RECORDS ACT 

 
§ 325 ILCS 50/0.01.  Short title 
 
   Sec. 0.01. Short title. This Act may be cited as the Missing Children Records Act. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 50/1.  Definitions 
 
   Sec. 1. Definitions. As used in this Act, unless the context requires otherwise: 
 
(a) "Custodian" means the State Registrar of Vital Records, local registrars of vital records 
appointed by the State Registrar and county clerks. 
 
(b) "Department" means the Illinois Department of State Police. 
 
(c) "Missing person" means a person 17 years old or younger reported to any law enforcement 
authority as abducted, lost or a runaway. 
 
(d) "Registrar" means the State Registrar of Vital Records. 



 
 
§ 325 ILCS 50/2.  Department duties 
 
   Sec. 2. Department duties. Upon entry of a report of a missing person born in Illinois into the 
Law Enforcement Agencies Data System (LEADS) established pursuant to the 
Intergovernmental Missing Child Recovery Act of 1984 [325 ILCS 40/1 et seq.], the Department 
shall notify the Registrar within 5 business days of the disappearance and shall provide the 
Registrar with information concerning the identity of the missing person. Upon entry of a report 
of a missing person born in a state other than Illinois into the Law Enforcement Agencies Data 
System (LEADS), the Department shall notify the registrar, or other state agency responsible for 
vital records, in that state within 5 business days of the disappearance and shall provide such 
registrar or other agency with information concerning the identity of the missing person. 
 
If the Department has reason to believe that a missing person has been enrolled in a specific 
Illinois elementary or secondary school, it shall notify the last such known school as to the 
disappearance at which time the school shall flag the missing child's record pursuant to Section 5 
[325 ILCS 50/5]. 
 
Upon learning of the recovery of a missing person, the Department shall so notify the Registrar 
and any school previously informed of the person's disappearance. 
 
The Department shall by rule determine the manner and form of notices and information required 
by this Act. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 50/3.  Registrar duties 
 
   Sec. 3. Registrar duties. Upon notification by the Department that a person born in this State is 
missing, the Registrar shall flag the birth certificate record of that person in such a manner that 
whenever a copy of the birth certificate or information regarding the birth record is requested, the 
Registrar shall be alerted to the fact that the certificate is that of a missing person. The Registrar 
shall also notify the appropriate municipality or county custodians to likewise flag their records. 
Upon notification by the Department that the missing person has been recovered, the Registrar 
shall remove the flag from the person's birth certificate record and shall notify any other 
previously notified municipality or county custodian to remove the flag from his record. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 50/4.  Custodian duties 
 
   Sec. 4. Custodian duties. (a) In response to any inquiry, a custodian shall not provide a copy of 
a birth certificate or information concerning the birth record of any person whose record is 
flagged pursuant to Section 3 [325 ILCS 50/3] except as approved by the Department. 
 
(b) When a copy of the birth certificate of a person whose record has been flagged is requested in 
person, the custodian's personnel accepting the request shall immediately notify his supervisor. 
The custodian's personnel shall then follow procedures prescribed by the Department to clearly 
ascertain the identity of the person making the request, his address and his physical description. 



Such procedures shall include requiring the person making the request to complete a 
standardized information form and to present at least one form of photo identification. The 
custodian's personnel shall inform the person making the request that a copy of the certificate 
shall be mailed to him, and, upon the latter's departure from the custodian's office, his supervisor 
shall immediately notify the Department or the local law enforcement authority as to the request 
and the information obtained pursuant to this subsection. The custodian shall retain the form 
completed by the person making the request. 
 
(c) When a copy of the birth certificate of a person whose record has been flagged is requested in 
writing, the custodian's personnel receiving the request shall immediately notify his supervisor. 
The supervisor shall immediately notify the Department or local law enforcement authority as to 
the request and shall provide a copy of the written request. The custodian shall retain the original 
written request. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 50/5.  School duties 
 
   Sec. 5. School duties. (a) Upon notification by the Department of a person's disappearance, a 
school in which the person is currently or was previously enrolled shall flag the record of that 
person in such a manner that whenever a copy of or information regarding the record is 
requested, the school shall be alerted to the fact that the record is that of a missing person. The 
school shall immediately report to the Department any request concerning flagged records or 
knowledge as to the whereabouts of any missing person. Upon notification by the Department 
that the missing person has been recovered, the school shall remove the flag from the person's 
record. 
 
(b)(1) Upon enrollment of a student for the first time in a particular elementary or secondary 
school, that school shall notify in writing the person enrolling the student that within 30 days he 
must provide either (i) a certified copy of the student's birth certificate or (ii) other reliable proof, 
as determined by the Department, of the student's identity and age and an affidavit explaining the 
inability to produce a copy of the birth certificate. Other reliable proof of the student's identity 
and age shall include a passport, visa or other governmental documentation of the child's 
identity. 
 
(2) Upon the failure of a person enrolling a student to comply with subsection (b)(1), the school 
shall immediately notify the Department or local law enforcement agency of such failure, and 
shall notify the person enrolling the student in writing that he has 10 additional days to comply. 
 
(3) The school shall immediately report to the Department any affidavit received pursuant to this 
subsection which appears inaccurate or suspicious in form or content. 
 
(c) Within 14 days after enrolling a transfer student, the elementary or secondary school shall 
request directly from the student's previous school a certified copy of his record. The requesting 
school shall exercise due diligence in obtaining the copy of the record requested. Any elementary 
or secondary school requested to forward a copy of a transferring student's record to the new 
school shall comply within 10 days of receipt of the request unless the record has been flagged 
pursuant to subsection (a), in which case the copy shall not be forwarded and the requested 
school shall notify the Department or local law enforcement authority of the request. 



 
 

CHAPTER 325.  CHILDREN 
MISSING CHILDREN REGISTRATION LAW 

 
§ 325 ILCS 55/0.01.  Short title 
 
   Sec. 0.01. Short title. This Article may be cited as the Missing Children Registration Law. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/1.  Definitions 
 
   Sec. 1. Definitions. As used in this Article, unless the context requires otherwise: 
 
(a) "Custodian" means the State Registrar of Vital Records, local registrars of vital records 
appointed by the State Registrar and county clerks. 
 
(b) "Department" means the Illinois Department of State Police. 
 
(c) "Missing child" means a person under the age of 18 years, reported to any law enforcement 
authority as abducted, lost or a runaway, whose identity is entered into the Law Enforcement 
Agencies Data System. 
 
(d) "Registrar" means the State Registrar of Vital Records. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/2.  Department duties 
 
   Sec. 2. Department duties. Upon entry of a report of a missing child born in Illinois into the 
Law Enforcement Agencies Data System, the Department shall notify the Registrar of the 
disappearance and shall provide the Registrar with information concerning the identity of the 
missing child. 
 
If the Department has reason to believe that a missing child may be enrolled in an Illinois 
elementary or secondary school, it shall notify the last such known school as to the 
disappearance, at which time the school shall flag the missing child's record pursuant to Section 
5 [325 ILCS 55/5]. 
 
Upon learning of the recovery of a missing child, the Department shall so notify the Registrar. 
 
The Department shall by rule determine the manner and form of notices and information required 
by this Article. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/3.  Registrar duties 
 
   Sec. 3. Registrar duties. Upon notification by the Department that a person under the age of 18 
years who was born in this State is missing, the Registrar shall flag the birth certificate record of 



that person in such a manner that whenever a copy of the birth certificate or information 
regarding the birth record is requested, the Registrar shall be alerted to the fact that the certificate 
is that of a missing child. The Registrar shall also notify the appropriate city or county custodian 
to likewise flag his records. Upon notification by the Department that the missing child has been 
recovered, the Registrar shall remove the flag from the person's birth certificate record and shall 
notify any other previously notified city or county custodian to remove the flag from his record. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/4.  Custodian duties 
 
   Sec. 4. Custodian duties. (a) In response to any inquiry, a custodian shall not provide a copy of 
a birth certificate or information concerning the birth record of any person whose record is 
flagged pursuant to Section 3 [325 ILCS 55/3] except as approved by the Department. 
 
(b) When a copy of the birth certificate of a person whose record has been flagged is requested in 
person, the custodian's personnel accepting the request shall immediately notify his supervisor. 
The person making the request shall complete a form as prescribed by the Department, which 
may include the name, address, telephone number and social security number of the person 
making the request, his or her relationship to the missing child and the name, address and birth 
date of the missing child. The driver's license of the person making the request, if available, shall 
be photocopied and returned to him. He shall be informed that a copy of the certificate shall be 
mailed to him. The custodian's personnel shall note the physical description of the person making 
the request, and, upon the latter's departure from the custodian's office, his supervisor shall 
immediately notify the local law enforcement authority as to the request and the information 
obtained pursuant to this subsection. The custodian shall retain the form completed by the person 
making the request. 
 
(c) When a copy of the birth certificate of a person whose record has been flagged is requested in 
writing, the custodian's personnel receiving the request shall immediately notify his supervisor. 
The supervisor shall immediately notify the local law enforcement authority as to the request and 
shall provide a copy of the written request. The custodian shall retain the original written request. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/5.  School duties 
 
   Sec. 5. School duties. (a) Upon notification by the Department of a child's disappearance, a 
school in which the child is currently or was previously enrolled shall flag the record of that 
child in such a manner that whenever a copy of or information regarding the record is requested, 
the school shall be alerted to the fact that the record is that of a missing child. The school shall 
immediately report to the local law enforcement authority any request concerning flagged 
records or knowledge as to the whereabouts of any missing child. Upon notification by the 
Department that the missing child has been recovered, the school shall remove the flag from the 
person's record. 
 
(b) Upon enrollment of a student for the first time in a particular elementary or secondary school, 
that school shall notify in writing the person enrolling the student that within 30 days he must 
provide either (1) a certified copy of the student's birth certificate or (2) other reliable proof, as 



determined by the Department, of the student's identity and age, and an affidavit explaining the 
inability to produce a copy of the birth certificate. 
 
Upon the failure of a person enrolling a student to comply with this subsection, the school shall 
immediately notify the local law enforcement agency and shall also notify the person enrolling 
the student in writing that, unless he complies within 10 days, the case shall be referred to the 
local law enforcement authority for investigation. If compliance is not obtained within that 10 
day period, the school shall so refer the case. 
 
The school shall immediately report to the local law enforcement authority any affidavit received 
pursuant to this subsection which appears inaccurate or suspicious in form or content. 
 
(c) Within 14 days after enrolling a transfer student, the elementary or secondary school shall 
request directly from the student's previous school a certified copy of his record. The requesting 
school shall exercise due diligence in obtaining the copy of the record requested. Any elementary 
or secondary school requested to forward a copy of a transferring student's record to the new 
school shall comply within 10 days of receipt of such request unless the record has been flagged 
pursuant to subsection (a), in which case the copy shall not be forwarded and the requested 
school shall notify the local law enforcement authority of the request. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/6.  Local law enforcement duties 
 
   Sec. 6. Local law enforcement duties. Any local law enforcement authority notified pursuant to 
this Article of the request for the birth certificate or school record of or other information 
concerning a missing child shall immediately notify the Department of such request and shall 
investigate the request. 
 
 
§ 325 ILCS 55/7.  Home rule 
 
   Sec. 7. Home rule. This Article shall constitute the exercise of the State's exclusive jurisdiction 
pursuant to subsection (h) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution and shall 
preempt the jurisdiction of any home rule unit. 
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