
Missouri: 
 

TITLE 12.  PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 
CHAPTER 210.  CHILD PROTECTION AND REFORMATION 

UNSAFE CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS 
 
§ 210.1012. Amber alert system created -- department to develop system regions -- false report, 
penalty 
 
   1. There is hereby created a statewide program called the "Amber Alert System" referred to in 
this section as the "system" to aid in the identification and location of abducted persons. 
 
2. For the purposes of this section, "abducted person" means a person whose whereabouts are 
unknown and who is reasonably believed to be the victim of the crime of kidnapping as defined 
by section 565.110, RSMo, as determined by local law enforcement. 
 
3. The department of public safety shall develop regions to provide the system. The department 
of public safety shall coordinate local law enforcement agencies and public commercial 
television and radio broadcasters to provide an effective system. In the event that a local law 
enforcement agency opts not to set up a system and an abduction occurs within the jurisdiction, it 
shall notify the department of public safety who will notify local media in the region. 
 
4. The Amber alert system shall include all state agencies capable of providing urgent and timely 
information to the public together with broadcasters and other private entities that volunteer to 
participate in the dissemination of urgent public information. At a minimum, the Amber alert 
system shall include the department of public safety, highway patrol, department of 
transportation, department of health and senior services, and Missouri lottery. 
 
5. The department of public safety shall have the authority to notify other regions upon 
verification that the criteria established by the oversight committee has been met. 
 
6. Participation in an Amber alert system is entirely at the option of local law enforcement 
agencies and federally licensed radio and television broadcasters. 
 
7. Any person who knowingly makes a false report that triggers an alert pursuant to this section 
is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
 
 
§ 210.1014. Amber alert system oversight committee created, duties, members, compensation -- 
rulemaking authority 
 
   1. There is hereby created the "Amber Alert System Oversight Committee", whose primary 
duty shall be to develop criteria and procedures for the Amber alert system and shall be housed 
within the department of public safety. The committee shall regularly review the function of the 
Amber alert system and revise its criteria and procedures in cooperation with the department of 
public safety to provide for efficient and effective public notification. As soon as practicable, the 



committee shall adopt criteria and procedures to expand the Amber alert system to provide 
urgent public alerts related to homeland security, criminal acts, health emergencies, and other 
imminent dangers to the public health and welfare. 
 
2. The Amber alert system oversight committee shall consist of ten members of which seven 
members shall be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate. Such 
members shall represent the following entities: two representatives of the Missouri Sheriffs' 
Association; two representatives of the Missouri Police Chiefs Association; one representative of 
small market radio broadcasters; one representative of large market radio broadcasters; one 
representative of television broadcasters. The director of the department of public safety shall 
also be a member of the committee and shall serve as chair of the committee. Additional 
members shall include one representative of the highway patrol and one representative of the 
department of health and senior services. 
 
3. Members of the oversight committee shall serve a term of four years, except that members 
first appointed to the committee shall have staggered terms of two, three, and four years and shall 
serve until their successor is duly appointed and qualified. 
 
4. Members of the oversight committee shall serve without compensation, except that members 
shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses required for the discharge of their 
duties. 
 
5. The Amber alert system oversight committee shall promulgate rules for the implementation of 
the Amber alert system. Any rule or portion of a rule, as that term is defined in section 536.010, 
RSMo, that is created under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if 
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if applicable, 
section 536.028, RSMo. This section and chapter 536, RSMo, are nonseverable and if any of the 
powers vested with the general assembly pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo, to review, to delay the 
effective date or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the 
grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2003, shall be 
invalid and void. 
 
 

TITLE 5.  MILITARY AFFAIRS AND POLICE 
CHAPTER 43.  HIGHWAY PATROL, STATE 

MISSING PERSONS 
 
§ 43.400. Definitions 
 
   As used in sections 43.400 to 43.410, the following terms mean: 
 
   (1) "Missing child" or "missing juvenile", any person who is under the age of seventeen years, 
whose temporary or permanent residence is in the state of Missouri or who is believed to be 
within the state of Missouri, whose location has not been determined, and who has been reported 
as missing to a law enforcement agency; 
 



   (2) "Missing child report", a report prepared on a standard form supplied by the Missouri state 
highway patrol for the use by private citizens and law enforcement agencies to report missing 
children or missing juvenile information to the Missouri state highway patrol; 
 
   (3) "Missing person", a person who is missing and meets one of the following characteristics: 
 
      (a) Is physically or mentally disabled to the degree that the person is dependent upon an 
agency or another individual; 
 
      (b) Is missing under circumstances indicating that the missing person's safety may be in 
danger; 
 
      (c) Is missing under involuntary or unknown circumstances; subject to the provisions of (a), 
(b), (d), (e), and (f) of this subsection; 
 
      (d) Is a child or juvenile runaway from the residence of a parent, legal guardian, or custodian; 
 
      (e) Is a child and is missing under circumstances indicating that the person was or is in the 
presence of or under the control of a party whose presence or control was or is in violation of a 
permanent or temporary court order and fourteen or more days have elapsed, during which time 
the party has failed to file any pleading with the court seeking modification of the permanent or 
temporary court order; 
 
      (f) Is missing under circumstances indicating that the person was or is in the presence of or 
under the control of a party whose presence or control was or is in violation of a permanent or 
temporary court order and there are reasonable grounds to believe that the person may be taken 
outside of the United States; 
 
   (4) "Patrol", the Missouri state highway patrol; 
 
   (5) "Registrar", the state registrar of vital statistics. 
 
 
§ 43.401. Reports, information to be included, entry of data into computer systems--patrol to be 
notified, when--report to be maintained as record during investigation 
 
   1. The reporting of missing persons by law enforcement agencies, private citizens, and the 
responsibilities of the patrol in maintaining accurate records of missing persons are as follows: 
 
   (1) A person may file a complaint of a missing person with a law enforcement agency having 
jurisdiction. The complaint shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information: 
 
      (a) The name of the complainant; 
 
      (b) The relationship of the complainant to the missing person; 
 



      (c) The name, age, address, and all identifying characteristics of the missing person; 
 
      (d) The length of time the person has been missing; 
 
      (e) All other information deemed relevant by either the complainant or the law enforcement 
agency; 
 
   (2) A report of the complaint of a missing person shall be immediately entered into the 
Missouri uniform law enforcement system (MULES) and the National Crime Information Center 
(NCIC) system by the law enforcement agency receiving the complaint, and disseminated to 
other law enforcement agencies who may come in contact with or be involved in the 
investigation or location of a missing person; 
 
   (3) A law enforcement agency with which a complaint of a missing child has been filed shall 
prepare, as soon as practicable, a standard missing child report. The missing child report shall be 
maintained as a record by the reporting law enforcement agency during the course of an active 
investigation; 
 
   (4) Upon the location of a missing person, or the determination by the law enforcement agency 
of jurisdiction that the person is no longer missing, the law enforcement agency which reported 
the missing person shall immediately remove the record of the missing person from the MULES 
and NCIC files. 
 
2. No law enforcement agency shall prevent an immediate active investigation on the basis of an 
agency rule which specifies an automatic time limitation for a missing person investigation. 
 
 
§ 43.402. Missing persons unit established, duties 
 
   The superintendent of the patrol shall organize a missing persons unit within the patrol, which 
unit shall be the central repository for this state for information regarding missing persons. The 
head of this missing person unit shall, with the approval of the superintendent of the patrol, 
establish the services deemed necessary to aid in the location of missing persons including, but 
not limited to, the following: 
 
   (1) Collecting and disseminating information regarding missing persons in order to assist in 
locating such persons; 
 
   (2) Establishing a system of interstate and intrastate communication of information relating to 
children determined to be missing by the parent, guardian, or legal custodian of the child, or by a 
law enforcement agency; 
 
   (3) Providing a centralized file for the exchange of information on missing children with 
appropriate private or federal agencies which serve as national coordinators of missing children 
incidents; 
 



   (4) Assisting in the investigation of reports of missing persons by a uniformed or 
commissioned member of the patrol. 
 
 
§ 43.403. Responsibilities of other agencies 
 
   The director of the department of social services, the director of the department of mental 
health, school districts, and juvenile courts, shall establish appropriate procedures to ensure that 
all possible instances of missing children are reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency 
or the highway patrol as required by sections 43.400 to 43.409. 
 
 
§ 43.404. Parent or guardian may report missing child, when, duty to notify patrol when child 
located 
 
   Any parent, guardian, or legal custodian may submit a missing child report to the patrol on any 
child whose whereabouts are unknown, regardless of the circumstances, subsequent to the 
reporting of such to the appropriate law enforcement agency within the county in which the child 
became missing. Each of the reports so made by any parent, guardian, or legal custodian shall be 
included in the records of the patrol concerning the missing child in question. The parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian responsible for notifying the patrol or a law enforcement agency of a 
missing child shall immediately notify such agency or the patrol when the location of the child 
reported missing has been determined. 
 
 
§ 43.406. Missing children, patrol may notify registrar of vital statistics and last known school 
attended 
 
   1. Upon receipt of a report of a missing child, the patrol may notify the state registrar of vital 
statistics of the disappearance and may provide the registrar with information concerning the 
identity of the missing child. 
 
2. If the patrol has reason to believe that a missing child has been enrolled in a specific Missouri 
elementary or secondary school, the patrol shall notify the last such known school of the 
disappearance. 
 
3. The patrol shall by rule determine the manner and form of notices and information required by 
sections 43.406 to 43.409. 
 
 
§ 43.407. Birth certificate records of missing children to be flagged at request of patrol 
 
   1. Upon notification by the patrol that a child born in this state is missing, the registrar shall 
mark the birth certificate record of that child in such a manner that whenever a copy of the birth 
certificate or information regarding the birth record is requested, the registrar shall be alerted to 
the fact that the certificate is that of a missing child. 



 
2. In response to any inquiry, the registrar may provide a copy of a birth certificate or 
information concerning the birth record of any child whose record is marked pursuant to this 
section, but shall proceed as follows: 
 
   (1) When a copy of the birth certificate of a child whose record has been marked is requested 
in person, the registrar's personnel accepting the request shall immediately notify his supervisor. 
The person making the request shall complete a form supplying his name, address, telephone 
number, Social Security number and relationship to the missing child and the name, address and 
birth date of the missing child. The driver's license of the person making the request, if available, 
shall be photocopied and returned to him. The registrar's personnel shall note the physical 
description of the person making the request, and, upon the latter's departure from the registrar's 
office, the supervisor shall immediately notify the missing persons unit of the highway patrol as 
to the request and the information obtained pursuant to this subsection. The registrar shall retain 
the form completed by the person making the request. 
 
   (2) When a copy of the birth certificate of a child whose record has been marked is requested 
in writing, the registrar's personnel receiving the request shall immediately notify his supervisor. 
The supervisor shall immediately notify the missing persons unit of the highway patrol as to the 
request and shall provide a copy of the written request. The registrar shall retain the original 
written request. 
 
 
§ 43.408. School records of missing children to be flagged at request of patrol 
 
   1. Upon notification by the patrol of a child's disappearance, a school in which the child is 
currently or was previously enrolled shall mark the record of that child in such a manner that 
whenever a copy of or information regarding the record is requested, the school shall be alerted 
to the fact that the record is that of a missing child. The school shall immediately report to the 
missing persons unit of the highway patrol any request concerning marked records or knowledge 
as to the whereabouts of any missing child. 
 
2. Within fourteen days after enrolling a transfer student, the elementary or secondary school 
personnel shall request directly from the student's previous school a certified copy of his record. 
The requesting school shall exercise due diligence in obtaining the copy of the record requested. 
Any elementary or secondary school requested to forward a copy of a transferring student's 
record to the new school shall comply unless the record has been marked pursuant to subsection 
1 of this section, in which case the copy shall not be forwarded and the requested school shall 
notify the missing persons unit of the highway patrol of the request. 
 
 
§ 43.409. Registrar and school to be notified when missing child is located 
 
   Upon learning of the recovery of a missing child, the patrol shall notify the registrar and any 
school previously informed of the child's disappearance. Thereupon, both the registrar and the 
school shall remove the mark from the child's records. 



 
 
§ 43.410. Coroner to furnish fingerprints and dental records of certain deceased to highway 
patrol--duties of patrol--medical and dental records of missing child to be furnished to patrol 
 
   1. Every county coroner or medical examiner promptly shall furnish the Missouri state 
highway patrol with copies of fingerprints on standardized fingerprint cards, personal 
descriptions and other identifying data, including date and place of death, of all deceased persons 
whose deaths are in a classification requiring inquiry by the coroner or medical examiner where 
the deceased is not identified or the coroner or medical examiner is not satisfied with the 
decedent's identification. In any case where it is not physically possible to furnish prints of the 
ten fingers of the deceased, prints or partial prints of any fingers with other identifying data shall 
be forwarded by the county coroner or medical examiner to the highway patrol. 
 
2. In addition to the foregoing provisions of this section, the county coroner or medical examiner 
shall cause a dentist to carry out a dental examination of the deceased. The coroner or medical 
examiner shall forward the dental records to the Missouri state highway patrol on a form 
supplied by the highway patrol for such purpose. 
 
3. The Missouri state highway patrol shall compare the fingerprints received from the county 
coroner or medical examiner to fingerprints on file with the Missouri state highway patrol or 
with other law enforcement agencies for purposes of attempting to determine the identity of the 
deceased. Other descriptive data supplied with the fingerprints shall also be compared to records 
concerning missing persons. The highway patrol shall submit the results of the comparisons to 
the appropriate coroner or medical examiner and if a tentative or positive identification is made, 
to the law enforcement authority which submitted the report of the missing person. 
 
4. When any person makes a report of a missing child to a law enforcement authority, the 
authority shall request a member of the family or next of kin of the missing child to authorize the 
release of the medical and dental records of the person reported missing to the law enforcement 
agency making the initial report and to the Missouri state highway patrol. 
 
5. The Missouri state highway patrol shall compare the dental records received from the coroner 
or medical examiner to dental records of missing children on file with the highway patrol or 
other law enforcement agency. The department shall submit the results of the comparison to the 
coroner or medical examiner and if a tentative or positive identification is made, to the law 
enforcement authority which submitted the report of the missing child. 
 
 
Return to AMBER Alert Legal Database 
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