
New Jersey 
 

TITLE 52.  STATE GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS 
SUBTITLE 3.  EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS 

CHAPTER 17B.  DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
§ 52:17B-194.1. Short title 
 
   This act [N.J.S. 52:17B-194.1--N.J.S. 52:17B-194.3] shall be known and may be cited as 
"Amber's Plan." 
 
 
§ 52:17B-194.2. Findings and determinations relating to "Amber's Plan." 
 
   a. The Legislature finds and determines that: 
 
Public alerts can be one of the most effective tools in combating child abductions; 
 
Law enforcement officers and other professionals specializing in the field of abducted and 
missing children agree that the most critical moments in the search for an abducted child are the 
first few hours immediately following the abduction, asserting that if a child is not found within 
two to four hours, it is unlikely that child will be found alive; 
 
The rapid dissemination of information, including a description of the missing child, details of 
the abduction, abductor and vehicle involved, to the citizens of the affected community and 
region is, therefore, critical; 
 
Alerted to an abduction, the citizenry become an extensive network of eyes and ears serving to 
assist law enforcement in quickly locating and safely recovering the child; and 
 
The most effective method of immediately notifying the public of a child abduction is through 
the broadcast media. 
 
b. The Legislature declares that: 
 
Given the successes other states and regions have experienced in using broadcast media alerts to 
quickly locate and safely recover abducted children, it is altogether fitting and proper, and within 
the public interest, to establish such a program for New Jersey. 
 
 
§ 52:17B-194.3. Establishment of "Amber's Plan"; activation of Amber Alert; criteria 
 
   a. The Attorney General shall establish "Amber's Plan," a program authorizing the broadcast 
media, upon notice from the State Police, to transmit an emergency alert to inform the public of a 
child abduction. The program shall be a voluntary, cooperative effort between State and local 
law enforcement agencies and the broadcast media. 



 
b. The Attorney General shall notify the broadcast media serving the State of New Jersey of the 
establishment of "Amber's Plan" and invite their voluntary participation. 
 
c. The following criteria shall be met before the State Police activate the Amber Alert: 
 
(1) The child is believed to be abducted; 
 
(2) The child is 17 years of age or younger; 
 
(3) The child may be in danger of death or serious bodily injury; and 
 
(4) There is sufficient information available to indicate that an "Amber Alert" would assist in 
locating the child. 
 
d. The participating media shall voluntarily agree, upon notice from the State Police, to transmit 
emergency alerts to inform the public of a child abduction that has occurred within their 
broadcast service regions. The notice shall be provided through the State Police operational 
dispatch unit. 
 
The alerts shall be read after a distinctive sound tone and the statement: "This is an Amber 
Abducted Child Alert." The alerts shall be broadcast as often as possible, pursuant to the 
guidelines established by the New Jersey Broadcasters' Association, for the first three hours. 
After the initial three hours, the alert shall be rebroadcast at such intervals as the investigating 
authority, the State Police and the participating media deem appropriate. 
 
The alerts shall include a description of the child, such details of the abduction and abductor as 
may be known, and such other information as the State Police may deem pertinent and 
appropriate. The State Police shall in a timely manner update the broadcast media with new 
information when appropriate concerning the abduction. 
 
The alerts also shall provide information concerning how those members of the public who have 
information relating to the abduction may contact the State Police or other appropriate law 
enforcement agency. 
 
Concurrent with the notice provided to the broadcast media, the State Police operational dispatch 
unit shall also notify the Department of Transportation, the New Jersey Highway Authority, the 
New Jersey Turnpike Authority and the South Jersey Transportation Authority of the "Amber 
Alert." Through the use of their variable message signs, the department and the affected 
authorities shall inform the motoring public that an "Amber Alert" is in progress and provide 
information relating to the abduction and how motorists may report any information they have to 
the State Police or other appropriate law enforcement agency. 
 
e. The alerts shall terminate upon notice from the State Police. 
 



f. The Attorney General, with the assistance of the participating broadcast media, shall develop 
and undertake a public education campaign to inform the public about "Amber's Plan"and the 
emergency alert program established under this act. 
 
g. The Attorney General may adopt guidelines to effectuate the purposes of this act. 
 
 
§ 52:17B-195. Organization, establishment of technology center 
 
   a. The Division of State Police in the Department of Law and Public Safety shall organize and 
establish a technology center to coordinate and assist law enforcement agencies in their 
responses to reports of missing children and in their efforts to recover abducted children. 
 
The technology utilized in the center shall be of a type endorsed by the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children and shall embody, but not be limited to: 
 
(1) a system to send and receive highly recognizable color and black and white photographic 
images of missing and abducted children; 
 
(2) a forced delivery system that provides for the spontaneous, automatic reception of 
photographic images of missing and abducted children by all participating law enforcement 
agencies and forces; 
 
(3) demonstrably user-friendly components which law enforcement officers can quickly and 
easily become proficient in using; and 
 
(4) ready compatibility with existing systems. 
 
b. The governing body of any municipality which has a law enforcement agency or force and 
wishes to secure access to the State Police technology center in order to participate in that 
centralized program to coordinate and assist law enforcement agencies in their responses to 
reports of missing children and in their efforts to recover abducted children may apply to the 
Attorney General for State aid to purchase the appropriate computer technology, both hardware 
and software, to access the State Police technology center and participate in the program. 
Application shall be made in a manner and form prescribed by the Attorney General. 
 
c. The Attorney General shall adopt guidelines to effectuate the purposes of this act. 
 
 

TITLE 18A.  EDUCATION 
SUBTITLE 6.  SCHOOL CONDUCT 

CHAPTER 36.  GENERAL CONDUCTION OF SCHOOLS 
 
§ 18A:36-24. Missing children; legislative findings and declarations 
 
   The legislature finds and declares: 



 
a. That there is a growing recognition of the prevalence and consequences of child abuse. 
 
b. That the removal of children from school constitutes a deprivation in itself and may be an 
indicator of even more grievous abuses. 
 
c. That the public schools can and should provide an early warning to the appropriate authorities 
when a child appears to be missing from the educational system. 
 
 
§ 18A:36-25. Early detection of missing and abused children; policies of school districts 
 
   All school districts shall be required to establish policies designed to provide for the early 
detection of missing and abused children. These policies shall include provisions for the 
notification of the appropriate law enforcement and child welfare authorities when a potential 
missing or abused child situation is detected. This provision shall be complied with no later than 
March 1, 1985. 
 
 

TITLE 52.  STATE GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS 
SUBTITLE 3.  EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS 

CHAPTER 17B.  DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
§ 52:17B-9.8a. "Missing child" defined 
 
   As used in sections 1 through 3 of this act: 
 
"Missing child" means a person under 18 years of age reported to a law enforcement agency as 
being abducted, enticed away, taken, missing or a runaway. 
 
 
§ 52:17B-9.8b. Notification of school district; records 
 
   a. Upon the receipt of a report of a missing child, the Missing Persons Unit established 
pursuant to section 2 of P.L.1983, c.467 (C.52:17B-9.7) shall notify the superintendent of the 
school district where the missing child is currently or was most recently enrolled of the 
disappearance and provide the superintendent with information concerning the identity of the 
missing child. The unit shall also promptly notify the superintendent if the child is located. 
 
b. When the superintendent of the school district is notified of the report, he shall mark the 
child's school record. The record shall be marked in such a way that whenever a copy of or 
information regarding the record is requested, the school district will be aware that the record is 
that of a missing child. Once the superintendent has been notified by the Missing Persons Unit 
that the child has been located, the superintendent or his designee shall remove the mark from 
the record. 
 



c. If a copy of a marked school record is requested, the superintendent shall supply the record to 
the requestor without alerting him to the fact that the record has been marked, in accordance with 
the provisions governing access to pupil records pursuant to N.J.S.18A:36-19. After supplying a 
copy of or information regarding the marked record to the requestor, the superintendent shall 
immediately report the inquiry or any knowledge as to the whereabouts of the missing child to 
the unit. 
 
d. Upon notification of a request for a marked school record or other information concerning a 
missing child, the unit shall commence an investigation of the circumstances surrounding the 
request, including a search for any record that may exist showing who has legal custody of the 
child and for any record that may disclose an allegation of child abuse perpetrated against the 
child or an allegation of domestic violence perpetrated against a member of the child's family. 
 
e. If a search, pursuant to subsection d. of this section, reveals that a child reported missing is in 
the custody of his legal guardian or if substantiated allegations of child abuse against the child or 
any order protecting a family member from domestic violence exists, the unit shall continue the 
investigation without disclosing the whereabouts of the child or his guardian to the person who 
reported the child missing. 
 
 
§ 52:17B-9.8c. Notification of State registrar of vital statistics; records 
 
   a. Upon receipt of a report of a missing child, the Missing Persons Unit shall notify the State 
registrar of vital statistics in the Department of Health of the disappearance and provide him with 
information concerning the identity of the missing child. The unit shall also promptly notify the 
State registrar if the child has been located. 
 
b. Upon receiving notification from the unit, the State registrar shall mark the child's birth 
certificate. The birth certificate shall be marked in such a manner that whenever a copy of or 
information regarding the birth certificate is requested, the State registrar shall be aware that the 
certificate is that of a missing child. Once the State registrar has been notified by the Missing 
Persons Unit that the child has been located, the State or local registrar shall remove the mark 
from the record. 
 
c. If a copy of the child's birth certificate is requested, the State registrar shall supply the birth 
certificate to the requestor without alerting him to the fact that the birth certificate has been 
marked. After supplying a copy of or information regarding the marked birth certificate to the 
requestor, the State registrar shall immediately report the inquiry or any knowledge as to the 
whereabouts of the missing child to the unit. 
 
d. Upon notification of a report of a missing child, the State registrar shall request that the local 
registrar of the district where the child was born mark the child's birth certificate. When a copy 
of the marked birth certificate is requested, the local registrar shall supply the copy to the 
requestor without alerting him to the fact that the record has been marked and immediately notify 
the State registrar of the request. 
 



e. Upon notification of a request for a marked birth certificate or other information concerning a 
missing child, the Missing Persons Unit shall commence an investigation of the circumstances 
surrounding the request, including a search for any record that may exist showing who has legal 
custody of the missing child and for any record that may disclose an allegation of child abuse 
perpetrated against the child or an allegation of domestic violence perpetrated against a member 
of the child's family. 
 
f. If a search as described pursuant to subsection e. of this section reveals that a child reported 
missing is in the custody of his legal guardian or if substantiated allegations of child abuse 
against the child or any order protecting a family member from domestic violence exists, the unit 
shall continue the investigation without disclosing the whereabouts of the child or his guardian to 
the person who reported the child missing. 
 
 
§ 52:17B-9.13. General responsibilities 
 
   The Commission on Missing Persons in conjunction with the Missing Persons Unit shall have 
the general responsibility to: 
 
a. Review information, data, reports, statistics or other materials collected by the Missing 
Persons Unit necessary to carry out the purpose of this act; 
 
b. Prepare a comprehensive State-action plan relating to the problem of missing persons and 
unidentified bodies, on behalf of the Governor, to be submitted to the Legislature within two 
years of the effective date of this act, and to update this plan thereafter on a yearly basis, by 
March 1; 
 
c. Recommend to the Legislature other legislation that may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this act; 
 
d. Apply for, contract for, receive and expend for its purposes or the purposes of the Missing 
Persons Unit any grants, gifts or contributions of money or property from the federal 
government, or any other source, public or private, subject to the approval of the Attorney 
General; 
 
e. Perform the other duties that are necessary to carry out the purposes of this act. 
 
 
§ 52:17B-194. Findings, determinations relative to child abduction 
 
   a. The Legislature finds and determines that: 
 
Child abduction is an unconscionable and horrendous crime; 
 
Parents, and all concerned adults, must be ever alert and vigilant to protect children, who by 
nature are unsuspecting and trusting, from those who would prey on them; 



 
Despite all the attention and care, reports of child abductions and missing children seem to be on 
the rise; 
 
Experts and law enforcement officials agree that the most critical moments in the search for an 
abducted child are the hours immediately after the disappearance, so critical, in fact, that one FBI 
official has asserted that if an abducted child is not found within two to four hours the chance of 
recovering that child alive is not good; 
 
The ability to instantly create high quality photos and posters of a missing child and to 
disseminate them quickly throughout the community, the region, the State and even the nation is 
one of the most effective tools available to law enforcement agencies engaged in child recovery 
operations; and 
 
Technology is now available which enables law enforcement agencies to mount fast, effective 
and coordinated responses to reports of missing or abducted children. 
 
b. The Legislature declares that: 
 
One of society's greatest responsibilities is to protect children; 
 
With an estimated 2,300 child abductions occurring every day in the United States, this crime 
constitutes one of the primary threats to child safety and to the sense of security and well-being 
every family deserves and should rightfully expect; and 
 
It is, therefore, altogether fitting and proper, and within the public interest, to establish a State aid 
program to assist law enforcement agencies in New Jersey in acquiring the technological tools 
necessary to combat child abductions and to mount fast, effective and coordinated responses to 
reports of missing or abducted children. 
 
 

TITLE 18A.  EDUCATION 
SUBTITLE 6.  SCHOOL CONDUCT 

CHAPTER 36.  GENERAL CONDUCTION OF SCHOOLS 
 
N.J. Stat. § 18A:36-24 
 
§ 18A:36-24. Missing children; legislative findings and declarations 
 
   The legislature finds and declares: 
 
a. That there is a growing recognition of the prevalence and consequences of child abuse. 
 
b. That the removal of children from school constitutes a deprivation in itself and may be an 
indicator of even more grievous abuses. 
 



c. That the public schools can and should provide an early warning to the appropriate authorities 
when a child appears to be missing from the educational system. 
 
 
§ 18A:36-25. Early detection of missing and abused children; policies of school districts 
 
   All school districts shall be required to establish policies designed to provide for the early 
detection of missing and abused children. These policies shall include provisions for the 
notification of the appropriate law enforcement and child welfare authorities when a potential 
missing or abused child situation is detected. This provision shall be complied with no later than 
March 1, 1985. 
 
 
§ 18A:36-25.1. Certified copy of birth certificate required for enrollment in school; records 
 
   a. When a child is enrolled in a school district for the first time, the superintendent shall require 
the child's parent or legal guardian to provide a certified copy of the child's birth certificate or 
other proof of the child's identity, within 30 days of enrollment. If the child's parent or legal 
guardian refuses to comply with the requirement in this section, the superintendent shall notify 
the parent or guardian, in writing, that the matter will be referred to a law enforcement agency if 
the proof of identity is not provided within 10 days of the notice. 
 
b. When a child transfers from one school district to another, the receiving school district shall 
obtain the child's school record from the district from which the child has transferred, within 14 
days of enrollment. The school district of last attendance shall provide to the receiving district all 
information in the child's record related to disciplinary actions taken against the child by the 
district and notify the receiving district if it has obtained any information pursuant to section 1 of 
P.L. 1982, c. 79 (C. 2A:4A-60). Written consent of the parent or adult pupil shall not be required 
as a condition of transfer of this information; however, written notice of the transfer shall be 
provided to the parent or adult pupil If the record has been marked pursuant to section 2 of P.L. 
1995, c. 395 (C. 52:17B-9.8b), the transferring school district shall forward the record to the 
receiving school district and immediately notify the Missing Persons Unit in the Department of 
Law and Public Safety established pursuant to section 2 of P.L. 1983, c. 467 (C. 52:17B-9.7). 
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