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TITLE 55.  ROADS -- HIGHWAYS -- BRIDGES 
CHAPTER 5502.  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

PRIVATE CIVIL DEFENSE FACILITIES 
 
§ 5502.52. Statewide emergency alert program regarding abducted children 
 
   (A) There is hereby created the statewide emergency alert program to aid in the identification 
and location of children who are under eighteen years of age, who are abducted, and whose 
abduction, as determined by a law enforcement agency, poses a credible threat of immediate 
danger of serious bodily harm or death to a child. The program shall be a coordinated effort 
among the governor's office, the department of public safety, the attorney general, law 
enforcement agencies, the state's public and commercial television and radio broadcasters, and 
others as deemed necessary by the governor. 
 
(B) The statewide emergency alert program shall not be implemented unless all of the following 
activation criteria are met: 
 
   (1) The local investigating law enforcement agency confirms that an abduction has occurred. 
 
   (2) An abducted child is under eighteen years of age. 
 
   (3) The abduction poses a credible threat of immediate danger of serious bodily harm or death 
to a child. 
 
   (4) A law enforcement agency determines that the child is not a runaway and has not been 
abducted as a result of a child custody dispute, unless the dispute poses a credible threat of 
immediate danger of serious bodily harm or death to the child. 
 
   (5) There is sufficient descriptive information about the child, the abductor, and the 
circumstances surrounding the abduction to indicate that activation of the alert will help locate 
the child. 
 
(C) Nothing in division (B) of this section prevents the activation of a local or regional 
emergency alert program that may impose different criteria for the activation of a local or 
regional plan. 
 
(D) Any radio broadcast station, television broadcast station, or cable television system 
participating in the statewide emergency alert program or in any local or regional emergency 
alert program, and any director, officer, employee, or agent of any such station or system, shall 
not be liable to any person for damages for any loss allegedly caused by or resulting from the 
station's or system's broadcast or cablecast of, or failure to broadcast or cablecast, any 
information pursuant to the statewide emergency alert program or the local or regional 
emergency alert program. 
 



(E) As used in this section: 
 
   (1) "Abducted child" means a child for whom there is credible evidence to believe that the 
child has been abducted in violation of section 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.03, or 2905.05 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
   (2) "Cable television system" means a cable system, as defined in section 2913.04 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
   (3) "Law enforcement agency" includes, but is not limited to, a county sheriff's office, the 
office of a village marshal, a police department of a municipal corporation, a police force of a 
regional transit authority, a police force of a metropolitan housing authority, the state highway 
patrol, a state university law enforcement agency, the office of a township police constable, and 
the police department of a township or joint township police district. 
 
 

TITLE 55.  ROADS -- HIGHWAYS -- BRIDGES 
CHAPTER 5502.  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

PRIVATE CIVIL DEFENSE FACILITIES 
 
§ 5502.521. AMBER alert advisory committee 
 
   (A) There is hereby created the AMBER alert advisory committee, consisting of members to be 
appointed by the governor. The committee shall advise the governor, the attorney general, the 
department of public safety, and law enforcement agencies on an ongoing basis on the 
implementation, operation, improvement, and evaluation of the statewide emergency alert 
program created under section 5502.52 of the Revised Code. 
 
(B) Initial appointments to the committee shall be made within thirty days after the effective date 
of this section. Terms of office shall be for two years. Members may be reappointed. Vacancies 
shall be filled in the same manner as provided for original appointments. 
 
(C) The committee shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 
   (1) The governor's designee; 
 
   (2) A representative from the department of public safety, representing the emergency 
management agency; 
 
   (3) A representative from the department of public safety, representing the state highway 
patrol; 
 
   (4) A representative from the attorney general's office--missing children clearing house; 
 
   (5) A representative from the state emergency communications committee; 
 



   (6) A representative from the federal bureau of investigation; 
 
   (7) A representative from the buckeye state sheriffs association; 
 
   (8) A representative from the Ohio association of chiefs of police; 
 
   (9) A broadcast industry designee; 
 
   (10) A victim or a victim's advocate; 
 
   (11) A representative from a local or regional AMBER plan; 
 
   (12) A representative of any other agency or organization as deemed appropriate by the 
governor. 
 
(D) The governor shall select one member to serve as chairperson for a two-year term. 
 
(E) The committee may meet periodically to review and evaluate the operation and effectiveness 
of the statewide emergency alert program, develop recommendations for procedures to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the program, and work in a coordinated effort to make 
recommendations for needed legislative change. 
 
(F) Members of the committee shall serve without compensation. 
 
 

TITLE 33.  EDUCATION -- LIBRARIES 
CHAPTER 3313.  BOARDS OF EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATIONS 
 
§ 3313.96. Informational programs relative to missing children; fingerprinting program 
 
   (A) As used in this section, "minor," "missing child," and "missing children" have the same 
meanings as in section 2901.30 of the Revised Code. 
 
(B) Each board of education shall develop within its district informational programs for students, 
parents, and community members relative to missing children issues and matters. Each of these 
boards may request copies of the informational materials acquired or prepared by the missing 
children clearinghouse pursuant to section 109.65 of the Revised Code and may request 
assistance from the clearinghouse in developing its programs. 
 
The principal or chief administrative officer of a nonpublic school in this state may develop 
within his school informational programs relative to missing children issues and matters for 
students, parents, and community members. The principal or officer may request copies of the 
informational materials acquired or prepared by the missing children clearinghouse and may 
request assistance from the clearinghouse in developing its programs. 
 



(C) Each board of education may develop a fingerprinting program for students and minors 
within the district. The principal or chief administrative officer of a nonpublic school in this state 
may develop a fingerprinting program for students of the school. If developed, the program shall 
be developed in conjunction with law enforcement agencies having jurisdiction within the school 
district or where the nonpublic school is located and, in the case of a local school district, in 
conjunction with the governing board of the educational service center. Such law enforcement 
agencies shall cooperate fully with the board or nonpublic school in the development of its 
fingerprinting program. 
 
If developed, the fingerprinting program shall be developed for the sole purpose of providing a 
means by which a missing child might be located or identified and shall be operated on the 
following basis: 
 
   (1) No student or minor shall be required to participate in the program. 
 
   (2) In order for a student or minor to participate in the program, the parents, parent who is the 
residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, legal custodian, or other person responsible for 
the student or minor shall authorize the student's or minor's participation by signing a form that 
shall be developed by the board of education or by the principal or chief administrative officer of 
the nonpublic school, for the program. 
 
   (3) The fingerprinting of students or minors shall be performed by members of the associated 
law enforcement agencies on fingerprint sheets provided to the school districts or nonpublic 
schools by the bureau of criminal identification and investigation pursuant to section 109.58 of 
the Revised Code or on fingerprint sheets or cards otherwise acquired. 
 
   (4) All fingerprint cards shall be given to the parents, parent who is the residential parent and 
legal custodian, guardian, legal custodian, or other person responsible for a student or minor after 
the fingerprinting of the student or minor. No copy of a fingerprinting shall be retained by a law 
enforcement agency, school, school district, or any other person except the student or minor's 
parent, guardian, or legal custodian. 
 
   (5) The name, sex, hair and eye color, height, weight, and date and place of birth of the student 
or minor shall be indicated on the fingerprint sheet or card. 
 
   (6) The fingerprinting program developed pursuant to this section shall be offered on a periodic 
basis. Parents, guardians, legal custodians, and residents of the districts or in the communities 
served by the schools shall be notified periodically of the program and its purpose. These 
notifications may be given by means of memoranda or letters sent to these persons, by 
newspaper articles, or by other reasonable means. 
 
(D) This section does not affect any fingerprinting programs for minors that are provided by 
private organizations or governmental entities other than school districts. 
 
 

TITLE 29.  CRIMES -- PROCEDURE 



CHAPTER 2901.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
MISSING CHILDREN 

 
§ 2901.30. Missing child report; notice of return 
 
   (A) As used in sections 2901.30 to 2901.32 of the Revised Code: 
 
   (1) "Information" means information that can be integrated into the computer system and that 
relates to the physical or mental description of a minor including, but not limited to, height, 
weight, color of hair and eyes, use of eyeglasses or contact lenses, skin coloring, physical or 
mental handicaps, special medical conditions or needs, abnormalities, problems, scars and marks, 
and distinguishing characteristics, and other information that could assist in identifying a minor 
including, but not limited to, full name and nickname, date and place of birth, age, names and 
addresses of parents and other relatives, fingerprints, dental records, photographs, social security 
number, driver's license number, credit card numbers, bank account numbers, and clothing. 
 
   (2) "Minor" means a person under eighteen years of age. 
 
   (3) "Missing children" or "missing child" means either of the following: 
 
      (a) A minor who has run away from or who otherwise is missing from the home of, or the 
care, custody, and control of, the minor's parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal 
custodian, guardian, legal custodian, or other person having responsibility for the care of the 
minor; 
 
      (b) A minor who is missing and about whom there is reason to believe the minor could be the 
victim of a violation of section 2905.01, 2905.02, 2905.03, or 2919.23 of the Revised Code or of 
a violation of section 2905.04 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to the effective date of this 
amendment. 
 
(B) When a law enforcement agency in this state that has jurisdiction in the matter is informed 
that a minor is or may be a missing child and that the person providing the information wishes to 
file a missing child report, the law enforcement agency shall take that report. Upon taking the 
report, the law enforcement agency shall take prompt action upon it, including, but not limited 
to, concerted efforts to locate the missing child. No law enforcement agency in this state shall 
have a rule or policy that prohibits or discourages the filing of or the taking of action upon a 
missing child report, within a specified period following the discovery or formulation of a belief 
that a minor is or could be a missing child. 
 
(C) If a missing child report is made to a law enforcement agency in this state that has 
jurisdiction in the matter, the law enforcement agency shall gather readily available information 
about the missing child and integrate it into the national crime information center computer 
within twelve hours following the making of the report. The law enforcement agency shall make 
reasonable efforts to acquire additional information about the missing child following the 
transmittal of the initially available information, and promptly integrate any additional 
information acquired into such computer systems. 



 
Whenever a law enforcement agency integrates information about a missing child into the 
national crime information center computer, the law enforcement agency promptly shall notify 
the missing child's parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, or 
legal custodian, or any other person responsible for the care of the missing child, that it has so 
integrated the information. 
 
The parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, legal custodian, 
or other person responsible for the care of the missing child shall provide available information 
upon request, and may provide information voluntarily, to the law enforcement agency during 
the information gathering process. The law enforcement agency also may obtain available 
information about the missing child from other persons, subject to constitutional and statutory 
limitations. 
 
(D) Upon the filing of a missing child report, the law enforcement agency involved promptly 
shall make a reasonable attempt to notify other law enforcement agencies within its county and, 
if the agency has jurisdiction in a municipal corporation or township that borders another county, 
to notify the law enforcement agency for the municipal corporation or township in the other 
county with which it shares the border, that it has taken a missing child report and may be 
requesting assistance or cooperation in the case, and provide relevant information to the other 
law enforcement agencies. The agency may notify additional law enforcement agencies, 
appropriate public children services agencies, about the case, request their assistance or 
cooperation in the case, and provide them with relevant information. 
 
Upon request from a law enforcement agency, a public children services agency shall grant the 
law enforcement agency access to all information concerning a missing child that the agency 
possesses that may be relevant to the law enforcement agency in investigating a missing child 
report concerning that child. The information obtained by the law enforcement agency shall be 
used only to further the investigation to locate the missing child. 
 
(E) Upon request, law enforcement agencies in this state shall provide assistance to, and 
cooperate with, other law enforcement agencies in their investigation of missing child cases. 
 
The information in any missing child report made to a law enforcement agency shall be made 
available, upon request, to law enforcement personnel of this state, other states, and the federal 
government when the law enforcement personnel indicate that the request is to aid in identifying 
or locating a missing child or the possible identification of a deceased minor who, upon 
discovery, cannot be identified. 
 
(F) When a missing child has not been located within thirty days after the date on which the 
missing child report pertaining to the child was filed with a law enforcement agency, that law 
enforcement agency shall request the missing child's parents, parent who is the residential parent 
and legal custodian, guardian, or legal custodian, or any other person responsible for the care of 
the missing child, to provide written consent for the law enforcement agency to contact the 
missing child's dentist and request the missing child's dental records. Upon receipt of such 
written consent, the dentist shall release a copy of the missing child's dental records to the law 



enforcement agency and shall provide and encode the records in such form as requested by the 
law enforcement agency. The law enforcement agency then shall integrate information in the 
records into the national crime information center computer in order to compare the records to 
those of unidentified deceased persons. This division does not prevent a law enforcement agency 
from seeking consent to obtain copies of a missing child's dental records, or prevent a missing 
child's parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, or legal 
custodian, or any other person responsible for the care of the missing child, from granting 
consent for the release of copies of the missing child's dental records to a law enforcement 
agency, at any time. 
 
(G) A missing child's parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, 
or legal custodian, or any other persons responsible for the care of a missing child, immediately 
shall notify the law enforcement agency with which they filed the missing child report whenever 
the child has returned to their home or to their care, custody, and control, has been released if the 
missing child was the victim of an offense listed in division (A)(3)(b) of this section, or 
otherwise has been located. Upon such notification or upon otherwise learning that a missing 
child has returned to the home of, or to the care, custody, and control of the missing child's 
parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, legal custodian, or 
other person responsible for the missing child's care, has been released if the missing child was 
the victim of an offense listed in division (A)(3)(b) of this section, or otherwise has been located, 
the law enforcement agency involved promptly shall integrate the fact that the minor no longer is 
a missing child into the national crime information center computer. 
 
(H) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to impair the confidentiality of services 
provided to runaway minors by shelters for runaway minors pursuant to sections 5119.64 to 
5119.68 of the Revised Code. 
 
 
§ 2901.31. Cooperation in locating missing children  
 
   Law enforcement agencies in this state shall cooperate fully with the United States attorney 
general in the collection of information that would assist in the identification of unidentified 
deceased persons and information that would assist in the location of missing persons under the 
"Federal Missing Children Act of 1982," 96 Stat. 1259, 28 U.S.C. 534, as amended. 
  
   Law enforcement agencies in this state that are investigating missing children cases shall 
utilize the records and information compiled by the United States attorney general pursuant to 
that act when the circumstances of an investigation indicate that the records and information may 
be of assistance and when the act authorizes it. 
 
 

TITLE 1.  STATE GOVERNMENT 
CHAPTER 109.  ATTORNEY GENERAL 

BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION AND INVESTIGATION 
 
§ 109.55. Coordination of law enforcement activities  



 
   The superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall recommend 
cooperative policies for the coordination of the law enforcement work and crime prevention 
activities of all state and local agencies and officials having law enforcement duties to promote 
cooperation between such agencies and officials, to secure effective and efficient law 
enforcement, to eliminate duplication of work, and to promote economy of operation in such 
agencies. 
  
   In formulating and recommending cooperative policies, the superintendent shall emphasize the 
provisions of section 2901.30 of the Revised Code. 
  
   The superintendent shall develop procedures and forms to implement section 2901.30 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
 
§ 109.64. Periodic information bulletins concerning missing children  
 
   The bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall prepare a periodic information 
bulletin concerning missing children whom it determines may be present in this state. The 
bureau shall compile the bulletin from information contained in the national crime information 
center computer. The bulletin shall indicate the names and addresses of these minors who are the 
subject of missing children cases and other information that the superintendent of the bureau 
considers appropriate. The bulletin shall contain a reminder to law enforcement agencies of their 
responsibilities under section 2901.30 of the Revised Code. 
  
   The bureau shall send a copy of each periodic information bulletin to the missing children 
clearinghouse established under section 109.65 of the Revised Code for use in connection with 
its responsibilities under division (E) of that section. Upon receipt of each periodic information 
bulletin from the bureau, the missing children clearinghouse shall send a copy of the bulletin to 
each sheriff, marshal, police department of a municipal corporation, police force of a township 
police district or joint township police district, and township constable in this state, to the board 
of education of each school district in this state, and to each nonpublic school in this state. The 
bureau shall provide a copy of the bulletin, upon request, to other persons or entities. The 
superintendent of the bureau, with the approval of the attorney general, may establish a 
reasonable fee for a copy of a bulletin provided to persons or entities other than law enforcement 
agencies in this or other states or of the federal government, the department of education, 
governmental entities of this state, and libraries in this state. The superintendent shall deposit all 
fees collected by him into the missing children fund created by section 109.65 of the Revised 
Code. 
  
   As used in this section, "missing children," "information," and "minor" have the same 
meanings as in section 2901.30 of the Revised Code. 
 
 

TITLE 1.  STATE GOVERNMENT 
CHAPTER 109.  ATTORNEY GENERAL 



VOLUNTEERS HAVING UNSUPERVISED ACCESS TO CHILDREN 
 
§ 109.65. Missing children clearinghouse; educational program; fund 
 
   (A) As used in this section, "minor," "missing child," and "missing children" have the same 
meanings as in section 2901.30 of the Revised Code. 
 
(B) There is hereby created within the office of the attorney general the missing children 
clearinghouse. The attorney general shall administer the clearinghouse. The clearinghouse is 
established as a central repository of information to coordinate and improve the availability of 
information regarding missing children, which information shall be collected and disseminated 
by the clearinghouse to assist in the location of missing children. The clearinghouse shall act as 
an information repository separate from and in addition to law enforcement agencies within this 
state. 
 
(C) The missing children clearinghouse may perform any of the following functions: 
 
   (1) The establishment of services to aid in the location of missing children that include, but are 
not limited to, any of the following services: 
 
      (a) Assistance in the preparation and dissemination of flyers identifying and describing 
missing children and their abductors; 
 
      (b) The development of informational forms for the reporting of missing children that may be 
used by parents, guardians, and law enforcement officials to facilitate the location of a missing 
child; 
 
      (c) The provision of assistance to public and private organizations, boards of education, 
nonpublic schools, preschools, child care facilities, and law enforcement agencies in planning 
and implementing voluntary programs to fingerprint children. 
 
   (2) The establishment and operation of a toll-free telephone line for supplemental reports of 
missing children and reports of sightings of missing children; 
 
   (3) Upon the request of any person or entity and upon payment of any applicable fee 
established by the attorney general under division (H) of this section, the provision to the person 
or entity who makes the request of a copy of any information possessed by the clearinghouse that 
was acquired or prepared pursuant to division (E)(3) of this section; 
 
   (4) The performance of liaison services between individuals and public and private agencies 
regarding procedures for handling and responding to missing children reports; 
 
   (5) The participation as a member in any networks of other missing children centers or 
clearinghouses; 
 



   (6) The creation and operation of an intrastate network of communication designed for the 
speedy collection and processing of information concerning missing children. 
 
(D) If a board of education is notified by school personnel that a missing child is attending any 
school under the board's jurisdiction, or if the principal or chief administrative officer of a 
nonpublic school is notified by school personnel that a missing child is attending that school, the 
board or the principal or chief administrative officer immediately shall give notice of that fact to 
the missing children clearinghouse and to the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the 
area where the missing child resides. 
 
(E) (1) The attorney general, in cooperation with the department of job and family services, shall 
establish a "missing child educational program" within the missing children clearinghouse that 
shall perform the functions specified in divisions (E)(1) to (3) of this section. The program shall 
operate under the supervision and control of the attorney general in accordance with procedures 
that the attorney general shall develop to implement divisions (E)(1) to (3) of this section. The 
attorney general shall cooperate with the department of education in developing and 
disseminating information acquired or prepared pursuant to division (E)(3) of this section. 
 
   (2) Upon the request of any board of education in this state or any nonpublic school in this 
state, the missing child educational program shall provide to the board or school a reasonable 
number of copies of the information acquired or prepared pursuant to division (E)(3) of this 
section. 
 
   Upon the request of any board of education in this state or any nonpublic school in this state 
that, pursuant to section 3313.96 of the Revised Code, is developing an information program 
concerning missing children issues and matters, the missing child educational program shall 
provide to the board or nonpublic school assistance in developing the information program. The 
assistance may include, but is not limited to, the provision of any or all of the following: 
 
      (a) If the requesting entity is a board of education of a school district, sample policies on 
missing and exploited children issues to assist the board in complying with section 3313.205 
[3313.20.5] of the Revised Code; 
 
      (b) Suggested safety curricula regarding missing children issues, including child safety and 
abduction prevention issues; 
 
      (c) Assistance in developing, with local law enforcement agencies, prosecuting attorneys, 
boards of education, school districts, and nonpublic schools, cooperative programs for 
fingerprinting children; 
 
      (d) Other assistance to further the goals of the program. 
 
   (3) The missing child educational program shall acquire or prepare informational materials 
relating to missing children issues and matters. These issues and matters include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 
 



      (a) The types of missing children; 
 
      (b) The reasons why and how minors become missing children, the potential adverse 
consequences of a minor becoming a missing child, and, in the case of minors who are 
considering running away from home or from the care, custody, and control of their parents, 
parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian, guardian, legal custodian, or another 
person responsible for them, alternatives that may be available to address their concerns and 
problems; 
 
      (c) Offenses under federal law that could relate to missing children and other provisions of 
federal law that focus on missing children; 
 
      (d) Offenses under the Revised Code that could relate to missing children, including, but not 
limited to, kidnapping, abduction, unlawful restraint, child stealing, interference with custody, 
endangering children, domestic violence, abuse of a child and contributing to the dependency, 
neglect, unruliness, or delinquency of a child, sexual offenses, drug offenses, prostitution 
offenses, and obscenity offenses, and other provisions of the Revised Code that could relate to 
missing children; 
 
      (e) Legislation being considered by the general assembly, legislatures of other states, the 
congress of the United States, and political subdivisions in this or any other state to address 
missing children issues; 
 
      (f) Sources of information on missing children issues; 
 
      (g) State, local, federal, and private systems for locating and identifying missing children; 
 
      (h) Law enforcement agency programs, responsibilities, and investigative techniques in 
missing children matters; 
 
      (i) Efforts on the community level in this and other states, concerning missing children issues 
and matters, by governmental entities and private organizations; 
 
      (j) The identification of private organizations that, among their primary objectives, address 
missing children issues and matters; 
 
      (k) How to avoid becoming a missing child and what to do if one becomes a missing child; 
 
      (l) Efforts that schools, parents, and members of a community can undertake to reduce the 
risk that a minor will become a missing child and to quickly locate or identify a minor if he 
becomes a missing child, including, but not limited to, fingerprinting programs. 
 
(F) Each year the missing children clearinghouse shall issue a report describing its performance 
of the functions specified in division (E) of this section and shall provide a copy of the report to 
the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the governor, the 



superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation, and the director of job 
and family services. 
 
(G) Any state agency or political subdivision of this state that operates a missing children 
program or a clearinghouse for information about missing children shall coordinate its activities 
with the missing children clearinghouse. 
 
(H) The attorney general shall determine a reasonable fee to be charged for providing to any 
person or entity other than a state or local law enforcement agency of this or any other state, a 
law enforcement agency of the United States, a board of education of a school district in this 
state, a nonpublic school in this state, a governmental entity in this state, or a public library in 
this state, pursuant to division (A)(3) of this section, copies of any information acquired or 
prepared pursuant to division (E)(3) of this section. The attorney general shall collect the fee 
prior to sending or giving copies of any information to any person or entity for whom or which 
this division requires the fee to be charged and shall deposit the fee into the missing children 
fund created by division (I) of this section. 
 
(I) There is hereby created in the state treasury the missing children fund that shall consist of all 
moneys awarded to the state by donation, gift, or bequest, all other moneys received for purposes 
of this section, and all fees collected pursuant to this section or section 109.64 of the Revised 
Code. The attorney general shall use the moneys in the missing children fund only for purposes 
of the office of the attorney general acquiring or preparing information pursuant to division 
(E)(3) of this section. 
 
(J) The failure of the missing children clearinghouse to undertake any function or activity 
authorized in this section does not create a cause of action against the state. 
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